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Meetings are held at 
American Legion Hall  

570 East 328th Street, Willowick, OH 44095 

Summer meetings May 27th through September 9th     

Are at Spirits in Willoughby

 
 

    

  

 

 

 

 

Don’t Miss Out 
Meet Us at Spirits for a Chance to  

Win a $110 Gift Certificate 
 

Meetngs at Spirits this summer just got even better!!! You can win a $110 gift 

cirtficat just for being there.  If you missed the announcent earlier this week, 

here’s how it works: 

 

➢  Each time you attend a meeting at Spirits you receive one free 

ticket to win the $100 gift certificate. 

➢ Get your ticket from a board member. 

➢ Drawing for the $100 gift certificate will be at the September 24th meeting at the  

American Legion Hall.  

➢ The more tickets you have, the better are your chances to win! So, make as many of the 

Spirits meetings as you can.  There are five more outdoor meetings this summer. 

 

If you intended to attend the first summer meeting at Spirits in May and were turned away by the 

lack of parking… fear not!  At the June meetings there was plenty of parking.  The trivia crowd was 

modest.  We easily found parking.  Remember you can park at the Willoughby Courthouse at the 

corner of Erie and Vine, south of the tracks and spirits.  It is a short walk to Spirits.   

 

Hi Rise Venture 
Hi Rise Ski & Sports Club 

Newsletter 

June 2026 

Calendar of Upcoming Events.   
 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, July 8     7:30 p.m. 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, July 22     7:30 p.m. 

➢ Dinner of the Month    Wednesday, August 5 – Grand River Cellers 5:30 p.m.  

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, August 12    7:30 p.m. 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, August 26    7:30 p.m. 

➢ Dinner of the Month   Wednesday September 2 – Scotti’s   6:00 p.m. 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, September 9    7:30 p.m. 

➢ Meeting American Legion Hall     Wednesday, September 24    7:30 p.m. 

➢ Dinner of the Month    Wednesday, October 7    6:30 p.m. 

➢ Ski Trip to Mt. Bachelor    Saturday, January 23 to Saturday, January 30  

 
  

          

Established in1968 
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Meetings at Spirits continued from page 1 

 

The June Hi Rise meeting had a good turnout, and a few members 

tried their hand at Trivia.  You, too, can join in if you’d like.  Trivia night 

starts at 6:30 and our meetings begin at 7:30. So, there is close in 

parking later in the evening. You can even enjoy dinner at Spirits!  The 

menu has more options and the staff has been tremendous.  (Story 

continues on page 2.) 

 

So, spend a Wednesday with us at our summer meetings at Spirits!  

They are the second and fourth Wednesday of July, August, and the first Wednesday in September at 

7:30.  It’s a great way to keep in touch.  As you meet up this summer, you may be able to plan a 

music concert night, a bike tour, and a golf outing with your friends. You can even swap old ski 

stories, plan for next year’s ski outing, or even make plans to see the Big Boy 4014 train engine later in 

July.  

Some Events Your Board is Working On 

We are looking into a clam bake for October at Green Ridge Golf course, Wickliffe. 

➢ The One Club Golf Outing is tentatively set for November 7th. 

➢ Bob Mac continues to work on a second western ski trip for this winter. 

Stay tuned for updates on these and more fabulous events for Hi Rise! 

 
Ski the West with Hi Rise! 

 

This year Hi Rise travels to the far west all the way to Oregon.  

Mount Bachelor is the seventh largest ski area in the nation 

located on the eastern flanks of Oregon’s Central Cascades. 

It is known for light and dry snow.  It is actually a dormant 

volcano.  As with any volcano it can erupt. but unlikely to do 

so.  The last time it erupted was 2,000 to 10,000 years ago.  

Since The top of the mountain has no trees, you can actually ski around the top 

of the mountain, circling the volcano crater.  Mount Bachelor boasts 72 runs 

with something for everyone.  The back side has top expert runs for the best skiers.  For those of us who like 

to cruise there are plenty of intermediate blue runs.  Snow boarders are treated to several terrain parks 

located throughout the mountain.  Mount Bachelor operates 12 lifts including 7 express quads, and 56 

kilometers of groomed cross-country trails.  And the mountaintop is not so high at 9,065 feet.  To learn more 

checkout the On the Snow article here  or the Mt. Bachelor webpage  here.  

 

On your day off from skiing, you can find plenty to do in the picturesque town 

of Bend, Oregon.  Choose to try snowshoeing, dog sled riding, beer tasting, 

wine tasting and even cider tasting.  For those who like museums you can 

visit the Deschutes Historical Museum, or the High Desert Museum. Or, you 

can just relax at the Hilton’s Newberry Hotel pool.  To learn more about what 

to do in Bend, Oregon visit the visitor bureau’s website at 

https://visitbend.com/ .  See page 10 for more information. 

Mt. Bachelor is on the Ikon pass, please check the Icon webpage for the best prices Click  here  for 

information about Ikon passes.  Be sure to compare the blackout dates to our trip dates of January 23 to 

30, 2027.  See page 12 for more lift ticket information and to register for this trip. 

https://www.onthesnow.com/oregon/mt-bachelor/ski-resort
http://www.mtbachelor.com/
https://visitbend.com/
https://www.ikonpass.com/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=paidsearchcpc&utm_content=aa190591711330-cc805886658842&utm_keyword=ikon+passes+2026&utm_campaign=IP_Passes_SEA_CON_LW_US-X_X_Rollback_B_EXM_X&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23750803160&gbraid=0AAAAADDcQAndzclX-WKhdVwVL1A9ofdgW&gclid=CjwKCAjwzevPBhBaEiwAplAxvqVKQlRwtMTR1513YwVSIXZHckApBNFmVOQKp73EG_fyHbQxJXXkHBoCpnYQAvD_BwE
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Summer Improvements at Holimont 

Holimont is investing 750K to improve 

the area.  The funds are earmarked for 

bike trails and snowmaking.  In my 

opinion, although these are welcomed 

improvements, they point to a greater 

concern … a shrinking ski season.  As 

with many ski areas around the world 

many ski areas have done more to bolster their offeings extending their season 

to support their core business … skiing.  The additon of bike trails at Holimont 

accounts for 20% of their business. In my own career I saw this strategy at work 

at the seasonal operations I worked at such as Sea World, Farmpark, and the 

Aquarium.  In each case we capitalized on holidays and warmer weather to 

extend the season.   

The improvents at Holimont are welcomed, but, sadly, it points a a shorter ski 

sason.  Food for thought.  If you’d like to read the full article, click here.    

The opinions presented here are of the author, Ray Patacca, and do not reflect 

Holimont or Hi Rise Ski Club. 

For a cool POV ski run at Holimont click Holimont Ski Tour.  

 

Upcoming Meeting Themes 

 
• All Summer meetings are at Spirits in Willoughby   

 Trivia nights are sponsored by Spirits 

•   Watch for meeting themes for 2026-27 meetings in the August newsletter. 

Ski News from Around the World 

https://unofficialnetworks.com/2026/06/29/holimont-resort-2026-upgrades/
https://youtu.be/mDCm35lzXYM?si=oo_z9Sw9GfCQmTtV
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Updates from Your Board
 

 

• The newsletter is usually emailed on the first Wednesday of the month.  If you do not get 

your copy in your regular email, please check you spam folder.  

 

• Hi Rise directories are available at our meetings.  If you have any corrections, please email 

Nate Deiderich at diedernn@gmail.com. 

 

• Save the date.  The One Club Golf Outing tentative date is Saturday, November7th.   

 

• To learn about events for the Cleveland Metro Ski Council (CMSC) click here. 

 

• The HI Rise fiscal year for 2027 begins May 1 and membership renewals are due now.  

Please see page12 for the membership form.  If you do not renew your membership, you 

will be charged the nonmember meeting fee. Hi Rise membership form can be found on 

page 13. 
 

• Don’t be scammed -   Hi Rise logo merchandise is promoted online. Do not purchase 

anything through these sites. They are a scam, and you will lose your money. 

 

The fiscal year begins June 1, so it is time to renew.  Please see the 

application form on page 3.  Please complete this form even if you 

are a former president and are exempt of annual dues.  We’d like 

to keep our contact information up to date. 
 

 

 

Ski Racer News & Announcements  
 

2027 Tentative CMSC Adult Race Schedule 
 

January 9 – 10, 2027 | Holiday Valley 1 

January 23 – 24, 2027 | Swain 1 

January 31, 2027 | Snow Trails 

February 6, 2027 | Peak n Peek - A race clinic only will be held on this date, no Race on 

Saturday 

February 7, 2027 | Peak n Peek - The ski race only will be held on this date, not the ski clinic. 

February 20 – 21, 2027 | Holiday Valley 2 

February 27 – 28, 2027 | Swain 2 

 

mailto:diedernn@gmail.com
https://skicleveland.com/
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Dinners of the Month 
 

Dinners of the month have become quite popular over the years.  We need your help with 

ideas for new and interesting places to dine.  If you have a favorite spot, please tell one of 

the board members and we’ll be happy to plan the event.   We look forward to your input.  

 

Upcoming Dinners of the Month 
Grand River Cellars         August 5 

In August we’ll travel to Grand River Cellars ans old favorite.  The wine and food at Grand 

River never disappoints.  The tree lined patio is a welcome relief to the 

hot summer sun.  So, join us for a mid-summer’s night at Grand River 

Cellars.  Nate is your host. Please note: We are meeting at 5:30 p.m. because the kitchen 

closes early. To learn more about Grand River Cellars and see their menu click here.  To 

register see page 8 for details.  

Scotti’s Italian Eatery      September 2 
Scotti’s Italian Eatery on East 185 promises to be a tremendous 

dining experience.  It has been around for twenty years and 
weathered the pandemic and the East 185 road closure and sewer 
upgrades.  The owner almost called it quits, but his loyal patrons 

rallied around him and he decided to remain open.  Today these same 
customers sing his praises on Facebook.  Scotti’s pizza was voted the top ten pizza in Cleveland 

according to a pole by Tripadvisor. To learn more, click here.   Click here for Scotti’s menu.  
Charlene Patacca is your hostess.  See page 9 for details.  Scotti’s only accepts cash or check. 

  

Double D’s Honkey Tonk & Smokehouse 
      
At the dinner of the month on October 7th , we dine at the newly opened 

Double D’s Honky Tonk & Smokehouse in downtown Willoughby.  Double D is in the former Brim 

restaurant building with its two levels.  The upstairs is a bar and dance hall for line dancing and 

country music.  Downstairs you’ll find a great smokehouse 

restaurant.  The food is great.  Char and I had dinner there just 

after their opening. The food and service were tremendous. 

Click  here for the menu.   I must tell you that our waitress was on 

her very first day – I think it was her first job ever.  She was 

nervous but worked though her nervousness to get it right.  We 

gave her a nice tip.  Cleveland magazine gives it a very good  

review. Click here.  See page 11 for sign up details. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.grandrivercellars.com/
https://clevelandrocksclevelandeats.com/2024/05/17/scottis-italian-eatery/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1727399614193358&type=3
https://ddhonkytonk.com/menus
https://clevelandmagazine.com/articles/first-look-double-d-s-honky-tonk-and-smokehouse-opens-in-willoughby/
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Hi Rise Goes to Lake County Captains Game  

this September 4th 
 

In the waning days of summer, Hi Rise celebrates 

summer nights at the Lake County Captains game 

on Friday, September 4th.  We’ve reserved a private 

loge for us to enjoy a great dinner and oomphy seats to watch 

upcoming Guardians stars in action!  Right now the Captains are in second 

place in the Midwest East League Behind the Great Lakes Loons.  Who knows 

we may witness the determining game for the top spot on September 4 as we 

face the Great Lakes Loons.  Arnie is our host.  See page 10 for sign up details.  

There are limited tickets, so don’t delay 

 

Be There or Be Square Events 
 

Bike Riding& Summer Concerts 
Summer is on the way!  We can look forward to some summer 

concerts and group bike riding events with local biking groups.  

We look forward to the upcoming season. We’ll share dates for 

bike outings and community concerts next month.   

 

Talk to your Hi Rise friends to gather at these wonderful events.  

They are what makes summertime special! See pages 13 to 18 for event schedules for 

concerts as bike tours. 

 

Hi Rise is Looking for Ideas! 
 
We need your help!!!! 

 

Our ski club is a much a social club as it is a ski club.  Many members do not even ski.  We need 

your ideas for social events.  If you have an idea for an event, please tell one of your board 

members.  We can facilitate the event.  However, if you’d like to organize and run an event, 

we are most grateful. 

 

 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
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July Dinner of the Month at Johnny Gringo’s 

High Heat and Humidity Forces HI Risers Inside to Escape the Heat 

 

Imagining a cool summer 

evening sipping Margaretas 

on the patio at Johnny 

Gringo’s, our hopes were 

dashed by heat and humidity. 
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Be There or Be Square   

If you are interested in riding with Slow Roll are required 

to sign their waiver. Click here to sign it.  Please note the 

tab for the form is at the top of the page.  

https://slowrollcle216.wixforms.com/f/7449501554828117051
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Be There or Be Square 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mentor Senior Center hosts weekly biking event.  Each week the group travels to local bike trails for a two-

hour ride.  After the ride the group meets for lunch.  Rides are held on Wednesdays beginning at 10:00 AM.  

Bicycle Helmets required.  You must register with the group leader to ride.  If the ride is cancelled due to 

weather Arnis Zvejnieks will contact you via email the morning of the ride.  To register contact Arnie at 

arzvejniek@aol.com.    

Rides begin at 10: 00 AM,  

  

July 1   Geneva on the Lake Park Lodge, Rte. 534 Lunch at Firehouse 

  

July 8  Cuyahoga Valley Towpath Peninsula, 1630 Mill St, Cuyahoga Valley Railroad station, 
ride north towards Independence Lunch at Fishers 

  

July 15  North Chagrin Reservation Strawberry Lane Parking Lot, Lunch at Wright Place 34300 
Chardon Rd. 

  

July 22  Western Reserve Orwell, 165 Penniman Rd, ride north to Rock Creek Lunch at Los 
Verdes 513 E Main St. 

  

July 29  Madison Twp Park, 6717 Lake Rd, park off Hubbard Lunch at  
Sammy K 4706 N. Ridge Rd Perry 

Be There or Be Square 

mailto:arzvejniek@aol.com
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Willoughby 2026  

Summer Concert Series 
The City of Willoughby is excited to announce the 2026 Summer 

Concert Series in Downtown Willoughby and at Osborne Park! 

 

OSBORNE PARK – Concerts are 6:30pm – 8:30pm on Wednesdays 

| June 10, July 15, July 22 and August 12 Food Trucks, Beer/Wine 

tent, and Vendor Pop-Up Market will be open at 5:30pm 

Vendor Pop-Up Market includes bath & body items, herbal body butters, breads/cookies, 

candles/melts, jewelry, teas, polymer clay art, seashells/driftwoods, laser wood signs, hair 

pieces and more.  

 

DOWNTOWN WILLOUGHBY – Concerts are Thursdays from 6:30pm – 8:30pm | June 18 – 

August 13 

Bring a lawn chair or blanket and join us for a summer of music! 
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Be There or Be Square 
 
Please note:  The schedule published in the May 2026 newsletter is incorrect. 
Here is the 2026 schedule. 
 
Rules at the Grove 

• All shows are open to the 
public and seating is on first 
come basis. 

• There is no permanent 
seating at the Amphitheater. 
Please bring blankets or 
lawn chairs.  In order to 
provide unobstructed views 
of the stage for all of our 
guests, tents and canopies 
are not permitted. 

• Pets are not permitted on 
the main Amphitheater 
grounds during events. 

• No smoking is permitted 
within the facility, only in 
designated areas on 
premises. 

• No candles or open flames. 
• No glass of any kind. 
• All trash must be placed in 

the trash and recycling cans 
on site at the end of the 
performance. 

• Guests are welcome to bring 
their own food and 
beverages. Coolers are 
permitted. A variety of foods 
are available for purchase 
from food trucks which are 
the grounds.  

• Please call the Mayfield 
Village Information and 
Weather Hotline at 
440.471.1070 for the latest 
information. 

• The Grove, Mayfield, OH 4414 

 

• For more information about these concerts and other concerts offered by Mayfield Village, click   

https://recreation.mayfieldvillage.com › the-grove 
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Be There or Be Square 
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Hi Rise Standing Committees  

& Chairpersons 
 

Chairman – Bob Akamine 

President - Bob Maclauchlan 

Vice President Trish Carleton - 

Treasurer – Mary Masilonas 

Secretary – Guy Nerren 

 

Trips – Bob Maclauchlan 

Meetings - Arnie Rodriguez 

Social – We need your name here! 

Banquet – Dennis Rosa 

Social media – Greg Schmid 

Webmaster – Nate Diederich 

Database – Nate Diederich 

Membership - Nate Diederich 

CMSC – Larry Crookshanks 

Racing – Guy Nerren 

Newsletter – Ray Patacca 

Summer Activities – open 

Miscellaneous Goods – Arnie Rodriguez 

Marketing – Dennis Rosa 

Advertising – Bob Maclauchlan 

Fundraising – Arnie Rodriguez 

Historian – Trish Carleton 

 

If you have ideas for social activities, please tell a 

board member. 

 

 

 

Calling all business owners! 
If you would like to place an ad in the 

newsletter, please contact: 

 Bob Maclauchlan, 440-622-1263. 

 


