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Meetings are held at 
American Legion Hall  

570 East 328th Street, Willowick, OH 

44095 
 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Springtime Activities -  

The One Club Golf Outing, Elections Swap Shop & Banquet 
 

You may remember the Higbee jingle “If you haven’t seen Higbee’s today, you haven’t seen 

Higbee’s”.  Well, the same can be said for Hi Rise this month.  There is a lot to do.  So, let’s get 

started.  Just for fun, if you don’t remember the commercial, click here.  
 

We kicked off the month at Spirits 1812 at Reider’s Inn for a delicious meal in the historic dining 

room brimming with Lake County history.  See page 7 for a historical note.   
 

Because of construction at Green Ridge Golf Course the semiannual One Club Golf Outing at is 

postponed to Saturday, May 2, or Saturday, May 9.  Watch your email for an update. This event 

brings out long time members for a fun golf outing for a fund-raising event to benefit the race 

team.   There is still time to register.  See the article on page 3 and the flyer on page 15 for more 

details. 
 

Board nominations are accepted at the April 8th meeting.  Make a difference, run for office. 

The April 29th meeting is jammed packed with board elections, a picnic dinner, and music by 

bob Chinchar, and our first ever Swap Shop!  Bring your gently used sports equipment or any 

other useful treasures. See page 3 for more information.   Whew, that’s a busy night!  
 

On April 18th CMSC hosts the annual Racer’s Banquet! See 13 for more information. 
 

Get ready for May!  Sign up for the Banquet on May 2nd and the Dinner of the Month at Agave 

on May 6th.  See pages 14 and 19 respectively for more information. 

 

Hi Rise Venture 
Hi Rise Ski & Sports Club 

Newsletter 
April 2026 

Calendar of Upcoming Events.   
 

➢ Meeting    Wednesday, April 22 Meeting cancelled  7:30 p.m. 

➢ Meeting    Wednesday, April 29– Board Elections   7:30 p.m. 

➢ Annual Banquet     Friday, May 1      6:45 p.m. 

➢ Dinner of the Month    Wednesday, May 6     7:00 p.m. 

➢ Meeting    Wednesday, May 13     7:30 p.m. 

➢ One Club Golf Outing     Saturday, May 2 or May 9 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, May 27     7:30 p.m.  

➢ Dinner of the Month    Wednesday, June 3 – Young’s Sushi   see pg. 17 7:00 p.m. 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, June 10     7:00 p.m. 

➢ Meeting at Spirits    Wednesday, June 24     7:00 p.m. 

➢ Dinner of the Month    Wednesday, July 1 – Johnny Gringo’s see pg. 16 7:00 p.m. 

The April 22nd meeting is changed to Wednesday, April 29 

 
  

          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EHnKd_5pbWA
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Summer Meeting Return to Spirits in Willoughby! 

-Now Under new Ownership 
 

Hi Rise had been looking for a new summer home over the past few 

summers.  This summer we are returning to Spirits in Willoughby.  Oh, 

you might or ugh, there again.  When the idea was brought to the 

board, board members had the same reaction.  Then we learned that 

it has a new owner, Kirk Swanson, with a proven track record in 

Willoughby and Northeast Ohio.  “Spirits in Willoughby is now guided 

by Kirk, a name many in Willoughby already know well. His journey 

started in the heart of Downtown Willoughby with the Chagrin River Diner, where he learned 

the rhythm of early-morning regulars and built the kind of community that only comes from 

showing up day after day.”  

Spirits maintains its sport bar flavor and hosts bands on weekends.  On 

Wednesdays, our meeting nights, Spirits hosts trivia nights.  So, you can test 

your trivia knowledge against your Hi Rise friends and other bar patrons.  

Another new addition in the adjacent train car is a quaint wine bar in a 

train car.  It offers a fine dining experience with a nice selection of wines.   

Most importantly, the service is a higher quality.  Here is what others are 

saying: One month ago, a patron said, “Great place really cool atmosphere super nice staff 

very clean highly recommend fantastic food!!”  5-stars.   Another guest said this one week 

ago, “Good food and service. Came to hear Charles Geil & his Ghost Band playing on 

indoor patio. Food was good. I had a prime rib French Dip with fries and my wife had the 

white cheddar Mac n Cheese...” 5-stars.    

So, plan to on attending Hi Rise meetings this summer at Spirits in Willoughby.  Our first 

summer meeting at Spirits is May 27th at 

7:30 p.m. Come early and have dinner 

with your friends and test your trivia 

knowledge.  To learn more about Spirits in 

Willoughby click here.  

 

https://spiritsinwilloughby.com/
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Hi Rise Board Elections are Held April 29th  

According to our bylaws, we must hold board member election once a 

year. The process began at the March 25th meeting. If you are interested 

in being on the Board, please have someone nominate you at April 8th 

meetings.  Elections are held and finalized at the April 29th meeting.  We’ll 

have online voting again this year.  We’ll send instructions for how to vote 

online later as the process has changed from previous years. Watch your 

email for your electronic ballot from Nate. 
 

The Hi Rise Board consists of nine members including the Chairman. Board members are 

volunteers. They are elected to serve our members. As a board member you are obligated 

to attend monthly meetings and take on a leadership role for one of our committees. You 

should also be ready to help out as needed. Being a board member is rewarding and does 

require your commitment to do the job right. 
 

Jessie Andersen has been our treasurer for many years and has decided 

to retire.   Jessie’s careful watch over Hi Rise finances is most 

appreciated. Thank you! 
   

Please consider running for a spot on the board. Remember, only Hi Rise 

members can vote and run for office.  
 

One Club Golf Tournament   

Saturday, May 2nd or 9th   
 

Pick out one golf club and play your best game to benefit the Hi Rise Ski 

Team! At Green Ridge golf Course, Wickliffe.    

Prizes for DFL, low scores, pin shots, long drives, and a beer cart, too! 

Please note, Green Ridge is undergoing some improvements, so we had 

to change the date.  Please watch for details as the date grows closer.   

See page 15 for details. Questions? Ask Guy Nerren. 

 

Hi Rise First Swap Shop, April 29th  

Open a closet door or look around your garage for some unused ski or sports equipment or anything 

else that might be of interest to our members.  Yes, bring it all to the April 29th meeting priced to sell, 

given away, or traded for something you must have.  Please don’t bring used ski bindings or helmets 

as we cannot allow them for safety reasons.  Who knows, you may make a few bucks or make 

someone’s day with bargain they can’t refuse!  Remember, there will be music, a picnic dinner, and 

elections, too!  

Upcoming Events 
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Hi Rise Annual Banquet Set for May 1st 

Celebrate Hi Rise and the Kentucky Derby! 
Get ready for the May 1st, 2026 Hi Rise Banquet. Celebrate the 

Kentucky Derby!  So, ladies and gents, wear your most outlandish 

derby hats to the banquet! Dennis will even try to have Mint Juleps for 

you to taste, too.  Then rock out to Rock Logic!  

Rock Logic is a six-person band that will play dinner music during dinner and dance 

music after dinner.  

 

Dinner is served family style at each table. The food is great – as always! 

The banquet is at St. Noel’s Banquet Center, 35200 Chardon Rd., Willoughby Hills, Ohio 44094. Cost is 

$30 for members and $35 for guests.  As always, the banquet is subsidized by the club.  Mail checks 

made out to Hi Rise Ski Club - to Carol Rosa, 5881 Edgewood ln, 

Willoughby, OH 44094, or in person at our meetings. If you have 

friends or neighbors that would like to attend, please invite 

them. We have 34 signed up as so far and would like to get up 

to 65 total attending. 

 

Of course, there will be fine wines, beers, liquor, and soft drinks 

for you. We look forward to seeing you enjoy a fun evening. 

Questions, call Carol Rosa at 440-221-1539 or Dennis Rosa at 216-990-1411. See page 19 for more 

details. 

Cinco de Mayo at Casa Agave 
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo with us at Casa Agave on May 6 - a day late, but that’s OK.  Casa Agave 

offer authentic Mexican food in a lively atmosphere.   

The name agave comes from the desert plant agave and is native to Mexico.  It is also known as the 

century plant because one variety bloom only once and may live for 100 years.  It is often grown on 

farms because of its many uses.  It provided fiber for cloth, used as a sweetener, and its nectar is the 

main ingredient in tequila!  So, Agave is an appropriate name for a Mexican restaurant.   

We hosted Cinco de Mayo at Casa Agave several years ago and we look forward to visiting again.  

So, be sure to sign up at the April meetings or contact our host, Arnie for reservations.  Happy Cinco 

de Mayo!  Click here for their menu.  See page 14 for more details.   

  

Banquet Memories! 

Upcoming Events 
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Updates from Your Board
 

• The newsletter is usually emailed on the first Wednesday of the month.  If you do not get 

your copy in your regular email, please check you spam folder.  

 

• Bob is still negotiating our ski trips for 2027. We are looking at Mount Bachelor   

- January 23 to 30, and Winter Park - February 21 to 28.  Watch for details. 
 

• Hi Rise directories are available at our meetings.  If you have any corrections, please email 

Nate Deiderich at diedernn@gmail.com  

 

• To learn about events for the Cleveland Metro Ski Council (CMSC) click here. 

 

• The April 22nd meeting is cancelled due to another event at the American Legion Hall.  

This meeting is rescheduled for Wednesday, April 29th.  We are grateful for the support of 

the American Legion, and we are happy to accommodate their request to reschedule 

our April 22nd meeting date. 

 

• The HI Rise fiscal year for 2027 begins May 1 and membership renewals are due.  Please 

see page18 for the membership form.  If you do not renew your membership, you will be 

charged the nonmember meeting fee. 

 

• The Green Ridge Golf Course updates are not complete for the April 11th date.  We are 

looking at either may 2 or May 9 for a rescheduled date.  Hopefully, we will have a firm 

date soon.  Please watch your email for updates. 

 

• We will publish the 2026 race results in the June 

newsletter. 
 

• Don’t be scammed -   Hi Rise logo merchandise is 

promoted online. Do not purchase anything through 

these sites. They are a scam, and you will lose your 

money. 

 

 

 
  

mailto:diedernn@gmail.com
https://skicleveland.com/
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Dinners of the Month 
 

Dinners of the month have become quite popular over the years.  We need your help with 

ideas for new and interesting places to dine.  If you have a favorite spot, please tell one of 

the board members and we’ll be happy to plan the event.   We look forward to your input.  

May Dinner of the month is May 6 at Casa Agave, June Dinner of the Month is at Young’s 

Sushi, and July Dinner of the Month is at Johnny Gringo on July1. 

 

Be There or Be Square Events 

Bike Riding& Summer Concerts 
Winter is fading, albeit, ever so slowly… but spring and summer are 

on their way!  We can look forward to some summer concerts and 

group bike riding events with local biking groups.  We look forward 

to the upcoming season. We’ll share dates for bike outings and 

community concerts next month.  Talk to your Hi Rise friends to 

gather at these wonderful events.  They are what makes 

summertime special! 

 

Hi Rise is Looking for Ideas! 
 
We need your help!!!! 

 

Our ski club is a much a social club as it is a ski club.  Many members do not even ski.  We need 

your ideas for social events.  If you have an idea for an event, please tell one of your board 

members.  We can facilitate the event.  However, if you’d like to organize and run an event, 

we are most grateful. 

 

We are also in need of an official social chairman.  You do not need to be on the board to be a social 

chairman.  Again, please tell one of your board members if you are interested.  This position is most rewarding. 

Thank you for your interest and participation in Hi Rise Ski & Sports Club. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Meeting Themes 

 
• 4/8/26 Appetizers & Lots of news about upcoming events! 

• 4/22/26 Music by Bob Chinchar, Indoor Picnic night &                 

 Swap Shop  

• 5/13/26 Mexican Night 

• 5/27/26 First summer meeting Spirits in Willoughby   

 Trivia nights are sponsored by Spirits 
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April Dinner of the Month 

Dinner with a Touch of History 
The April Dinner of the month was at the Pub 

1812 at Rider’s Inn.  We do not have any 

pictures of the members who attended, 

unfortunately.  But here is a short history of the 

former Reider’s Inn. 

 

The original Reider’s Inn was reopened as The Pub 1812 at Rieder’s Inn.  It 

was established by Joseph Ryder in 1812. The new owner Leonard William and his daughter 

Alishia brought its name from an earlier time - Rider’s Inn 1812.  Originally the inn was a 

stagecoach stop and later became a stop for the underground railroad, and in the 20th 

century it was a speakeasy – what else.  The structure holds the title of the most haunted 

place in Ohio, tool.  So, watch out for ghost busters!  To learn more about its fascinating 

history click here and here.    

 

Hi Rise Goes to Killington 

February 22-27, 2026 
  By Bob Maclauchlan 

Let’s try something different, go somewhere new, give us a new experience! 

Members speak and we listen, so bright and early Sunday 

morning 27 of us made the easy journey to Cleveland’s Amtrak 

Station downtown located by the football stadium. Parking was 

free, 2 checked bags, 2 carry-on bags were also free, sit anywhere 

you want on the train, no TSA and trains keep a tight schedule! 

They asked our group to arrive early so they could get all the bags 

checked and prepared so they could be quickly loaded onboard 

when the train arrived at 5:50 AM from Chicago. Bags were 

loaded, we boarded, made a lot of noise waking up those that were trying to sleep. Carry-on bags 

were stored in the spacious overhead compartments (no doors) or at our feet where leg room was 

endless and the fully reclining comfortable seats made us feel like passengers, not just a fare. We 

started out from the station and through to Euclid at what seemed to be a snail’s pace but we were on 

our way.  

https://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/2025/10/historic-riders-inn-to-reopen-as-pub-1812.html
https://mohavetv.com/the-story-behind-this-haunted-hotel-in-ohio-is-terrifying/
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Travelling by train is less stressful compared to flying, not having to worry about delays, weather, missed 

connections, lost luggage etc. We could stand, sit, sleep, wander around, congregate in groups, travel between cars 

always ending up at the bar car. 

Stops on the way were in the larger cities, Erie, Buffalo, 

Rochester, Syracuse, Utica and a few others before arriving on-

time in Albany at 2:53 PM. There we were met by our charter 

bus and all of our luggage, departing the train station by 3:30. 

We were all very comfortable in our 55-passenger bus, Yankee 

Trails. The driver took us to the town of Rutland, population 

16,000 and 21 miles from Killington. We were dropped off at a 

local grocery store to buy our provisions and beverages for the 

week. The Rutland City bus goes all the way to Killington and 

Pico resorts so if we wanted to, we could easily commute back 

and forth as we wished. The city bus was also our transportation 

to the ski hill and back every day picking us up at locations 

throughout our condos every 15 minutes. 

The bus dropped us off at The Pinnacle Condos less than a mile from the ski resort. We had 2 bedrooms, 2 bath 

condos in 4 of the 6 buildings. We were close to each other but when you take into consideration the cold and that 

it’s built on a snowy and icy mountain it could be a challenge getting around. They were large enough and well 

equipped to house us for a week with many amenities including a complex that housed a large hot tub, steam 

room, sauna and bar in one of the buildings. A number of us met up there every day after skiing. Transportation in 

the evening wasn’t easy, if we wanted to go to most of the restaurants, we would have to take the ski bus to the 

resort and then catch the city bus that only runs 

once an hour after 6. Pinnacle has no restaurant but 

3 of our neighboring accommodations did that were 

less than a 5-minute walk. The Killington Distillery 

had good food and many of us ate there more than 

once. 

Skiing, that’s why we came here, shuttle buses to 

the resort were every 15 minutes with a couple of 

stops we were there in 5 minutes. Killington is 

known as “The Beast of the East” because it’s the 

largest resort in the east, having the most runs and 

higher elevations. 155 runs on 1,509 acres, 3,050 vertical feet, 21 lifts, 73 miles of trails spread out on 6 peaks.  

Conditions were good for the week, I was quickly reminded that due to the higher humidity in the east, it feels 

much colder out there than it does in the west and it’s very open so can get windy. They have 2 gondolas; one takes 

you to the very peak for great vistas and to start the longest run from top to bottom. The snow was good as was the 

coverage. My only complaint is that they continually were blowing snow all week on the mountain. They open in 

November and last year closed in June (yes, you can still get a couple of month’s skiing in this year) and are building 

the base to extend their season. It was cold going through those blasts. 
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Pico Mountain is a short 20-minute ride on the town bus from Killington’s parking lot, it is a very old school 

mountain with no high-speed lifts, like most of us learned to ski on. It has 7 lifts (only 4 were open) 1,967’ vertical 

drop, 58 trails and 468 acres. I was looking to do half a day there but spent a full 7 hours there, Arnie and his 

roommates went back the next day to ski until noon. You can ski this on the Killington or Ikon Passes. There were 

also racers going on one of the slopes giving us less to ski but still a fun day. I found the snow to be even better here 

than at Killington. This was going to be their last week of the season so I’m happy that we went. 

Tuesday night was our group dinner at Choices Restaurant, only about a mile away but not walkable. Fortunately, I 

had arranged with Rutland City bus use one of their buses to transport us there and back as a group. They claim to 

be the best Seafood and American comfort food in the area. They now have 27 new believers.  

They have a large, diverse menu so working with them we 

narrowed the choices down to 6 choices, salmon (4), chicken 

marsala (4), piccata (4), shrimp & scallop Neptune (10), tri tips (4) 

and 1 fettuccine primavera, all served with salad, bread and 

desserts. Everyone enjoyed what they ordered, I was with the 

majority of 10, ordering the Neptune that I found perfectly done 

and full of wonderful flavors. Alcoholic beverages and extra food 

were separate bills and desserts were late coming out but our city 

bus was on time with other passengers. This is when the 

restaurant’s POS system went down while we waited for our bills 

and the bus for us. The driver was kind enough to wait for us 

after the manager offered him a dessert. Crisis. averted and fun 

had by all. 

Skiing went well all week with mostly sunny skies and a lot of 

snowmakers blowing on the slopes. Only one small injury at Pico, 

Mike fell in front of me, cut his nose and broke his thumb. 

Friday was checkout, our train was departing Albany at 7 PM and 

the charter bus was picking us up at the mountain by 3. Only 

Vicky and Sandy decided to use their Ikon Passes on Friday and skied until 2 PM. The rest of us packed up and 

vacated the condos by 11, leaving our luggage for the bus to pick up, we took the shuttle to the bottom of the 

mountain where we enjoyed a nice long lunch overlooking the slopes. Our bus driver got lost and didn’t pick us up 

until 4:30, we only had 2 ½ hours to catch the train and she had to get permission to exceed the speed limit for us 

to make the train. Fortunately, we were in contact with Amtrak and they did a great job getting our luggage off the 

bus and onto the train in less than half an hour. (I’d like to see the airlines do that!)  

The train left on time for our scheduled arrival in Cleveland at 3:30 AM. Quiet time is 11-8 so we enjoyed a few fun 

hours before trying to sleep between stops and the continuous blowing of the train horn. When we arrived on time 

in Cleveland, everyone picked up all of our bags and headed home for a few hours of catch-up sleep. I enjoyed the 

train and will consider using it again in the future. The times aren’t the most convenient but is enjoyable. 

Thank you to everyone that joined us on the trip and believe that you also had a good time. 
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Hi Rise Celebrates St. Patrick’s Day 
Not Once, but Twice! 
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May Dinner of the 

Month 
Wednesday, May 6th  

Casa Agave 
1531 Mentor Ave, Painesville, OH 44077 

Join us for a unique dining experience at Casa Agave in Painesville.  We’ll feast on 

Mexican cuisine and delight in some lively Mexican music!  Arnie Rodriguez is 

hosting this event.   

Meet at 6:00 p.m. and dinner at 6:30 p.m. 

  

Click here for           

Casa Agave menu. 

To reserve your spot,  

text Arnie at 

(440) 520-3576 

https://casaagavepainesville.com/menu/
https://casaagavepainesville.com/menu/


Page 15 

 

  

Date Change - Saturday, May 2 or May 9 
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June Dinner of the Month 

Young’s Sushi in Willoughby 

Wednesday, June 3rd  

Young’s Shushi 

12 E. Spalding 

Willoughby 

Drinks at 6:30 p.m.  

Dinner at 7:00 p.m. 

Both raw and cooked food are served. 

Click here for their menu. 

Reserve your spot. Contact your host  

Arnie Rodriguiz. 

Call or text (440) 520-3576 

 

https://www.youngssushi.com/
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Hi Rise Standing Committees  

& Chairpersons 
 

Trips – Bob Maclauchlan 

Meetings - Arnie Rodriguez 

Social – We need your name here! 

Banquet – Dennis Rosa 

Social media – Greg Schmid 

Webmaster – Nate Diederich 

Database – Nate Diederich 

Membership - Nate Diederich 

CMSC – Larry Crookshanks 

Racing – Guy Nerren 

Newsletter – Ray Patacca 

Summer Activities – open 

Miscellaneous Goods – Arnie Rodriguez 

Marketing – Dennis Rosa 

Advertising – Bob Maclauchlan 

Fundraising – Arnie Rodriguez 

Historian – Trish Carleton 

 

If you have ideas for social activities, please 

tell a board member.  

 

 

Calling all business owners! 
If you would like to place an ad in the 

newsletter, please contact: 

 Bob Maclauchlan, 440-622-1263. 

 

Thank you to Dennis Rosa, and 

Bob Mac for your contributions to 

this newsletter. 

. 


